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Alumni Association Names Scholarship in Memory of David Pearson ‘87 
 
David Pearson was born in 1967 in Norfolk, Va.  He had two sisters, Jean and 
Janette and a brother, Dean.  When Dave was six-weeks old, the family moved to 
Austin, Texas for four years, then to Bel Air, Md. for three years, and then on to 
Shrewsbury, Pa. 

Dave was a lifelong sports fan.  He began playing football in the SYC Youth League.  
While at SHS, he played varsity football for the Warriors, as well as soccer and 
basketball. 

After Dave graduated in 1987, he worked several jobs until deciding to continue his 
education.  In 1989, he attended Penn State and two years later transferred to West 
Chester University.  In 1993, he graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. 

Shortly after graduation, Dave met Christina Beverly, with whom he married in 1996.  Two years later, the 
love of Dave’s life, his son, Christopher James, better known as C.J. was born.  Dave coached C.J.’s 
baseball teams and was known for his gentle coaching style. 

On Sunday, September 3, 2006 Dave was killed in a car accident.  Dave was just 38 years old.  Dave was 
employed by Zurich Insurance Company at the time of his death.   

As much as Dave loved sports, he loved children even more.  Dave was known to faithfully support St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  Because he hated to see young ones suffer, this scholarship will go to a 
graduating senior that plans to go into the medical research field.   

The Susquehannock Alumni Association encourages your donations to the Dave Pearson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund to help keep this scholarship active. 

 

Indoor Color Guard Earns First Place, Makes History 

The Susquehannock High School Indoor Color Guard earned first place in its 
division recently at the Keystone Indoor Drill Association (KIDA) championships at 
Chambersburg Area Senior High School. 

During the March 28th event, the Color Guard competed in the Scholastic Gold 
Color Guard, SAIA Division. The program titled, “Over the Rainbow” consisted of 
Haley Jacque, Angela Novacek, Mackenzie Brose, Julie Kingsborough, Miranda 
Nagle, Gino Palma, Destiny Rositzky, Kaila Taylor, Barbara Barrett, Leigha Brown, 
Aalyna Silva, Bryanna Stimmel, Sabrina Trone, and Mackenzie Sauter. 



  

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT – NEIL SLENKER ‘88

York County has always been “home base” 
for Neil Slenker ’88, but Southern York 
County has always been “home.” He freely 
acknowledges that his connections 
to SYCSD and Susquehannock 
still influence every aspect of his 
daily life. 

The most obvious tie is through 
his family. His father, Kirk, was 
on the School Board; his wife, 
Linda Holley, graduated from 
SHS in 1987; his mother, Beverly 
worked for the School District; 
and his father-in-law, Jim Holley, 
is a current Board member. But 
other influences are subtle, yet 
pervasive. 

As a partner in one of York’s oldest and most 
prestigious law firms, he constantly draws on 
the writing and public speaking skills drilled 
into him by Mrs. (Sue) Schultz and Miss 
(Caroline) Adams.  He also credits his 
science instructors for vital career skills that 
he applies to his law practice. “Mr. (Ron) 
Leese and Mr. (Ken) Alwine taught me 
chemistry and physics, of course. While I 
don’t use those skills on a daily basis,” he 
says, “the most important thing they taught 
me was not to be intimidated by complex 
problems.  They showed me that no matter 
how difficult a problem may seem, it can 
often be solved if I address it one step at a 
time. That lesson is something I use every 
day.” 

At SHS, Neil was successful in and out of the 
classroom. He was a science department 
senior aide, a member of the National Honor 
Society, and the class valedictorian. He also 
played varsity basketball and volleyball and 
was a hurdler, long-jumper, and high-jumper 
on the track squad. In his junior year, he was 
the county high-jump champion, setting a 
school record in the process. His interest in 
sports (and writing) made him a natural 
yearbook sports editor. 

After SHS, he studied economics at Johns 
Hopkins University, earned Dean’s List 
honors, and graduated in 1992 with a B.A. 
degree. He played club lacrosse at Hopkins, 
but academics and a goal of pursuing a 

business career in a large metropolitan area 
were his focus.  

After a year in Washington D.C., however, he 
realized that big-city life and large-
firm corporate culture did not work 
for him, and he decided to study 
law with the goal of working in a 
community-based firm where he 
could develop personal relationships 
with local clients. This new career 
choice matched his enjoyment of 
writing, public speaking, and 
problem-solving. He earned a Juris 
Doctor (J.D.) from Dickinson 
School of Law and passed the bar 
exam in 1996.  

Immediately after graduation, he joined 
Stock and Leader in York as an associate 
attorney. The firm has a general practice, 
and Neil was exposed to all branches of civil 
law, but he mostly enjoyed litigation. This 
interest was piqued by an internship with the 
Cumberland County District Attorney’s Office 
in his final year at Dickinson. As he 
progressed through the firm to a partnership 
position, he was made chair of the firm’s 
litigation division. He serves in other 
leadership roles in the firm but he is most 
proud of being selected by his firm peers as 
their ethics counsel. 

Outside of his busy law practice, he retains 
his passion for sports, having coached youth 
basketball and baseball. He currently 
coaches in the York Suburban American 
Legion baseball program. Although his 
playing days are over, he keeps fit by lifting 
weights and running with his team. He is also 
active in the York County United Way, Rotary 
Club of York, and the First Presbyterian 
Church.  

Looking to the future, Neil is certain that 
Susquehannock will always be with him. Of 
the years he spent there, he says, “It was a 
tremendous experience and I wouldn’t 
change it for the world.” 

Neil and Linda live in York County with their 
children, Collin and Caroline. Linda works in 
the elementary writing program at York 
Suburban School District.  

Thanks, Neil, for making us Warrior Proud! 

 



High School Students Shine in Annual Computer Fair 

Four Susquehannock High School students excelled in the regional competition of the Pennsylvania High School 
Computer Fair with three first place results and one second place finish. In addition, for a fifth year, a Susquehannock 
student placed first in the Graphic Design category.  

Junior Dan Pergrin finished first in Computer Fair Logo, senior Nick Snyder-Umezawa placed first in Digital Movie, 
and senior Melissa Lynch earned first place in Graphic Design. Furthermore, senior Hannah Wistort placed second 
in Graphic Design. 

“I am very proud to announce 
that five out of the past six 
years, our students have 
taken home first place in the 
Graphic Design category,” 
said Susquehannock High 
School art teacher Wade 
Bowers. 

Pergrin,Snyder-Umezawa, 
and Lynch continue to the 
state competition on May 
19, 2015 at Dickinson 
College in Carlisle, Pa.

Students Represent Delegates in Model UN Conference

Susquehannock High School senior Anastasia Kuznetsova earned a Best 
Position Paper award out of 120 students at York College of Pennsylvania’s 
annual High School Model United Nations Conference. Kuznetsova joined 
five other Susquehannock High School students, who participated in the 
event. 

Model United Nations is a simulation of the international diplomatic 
process, which takes place within the United Nations. High school students 
represent member states of the United Nations and debate global issues. 

At Susquehannock, the students were selected to attend the conference 
based on the position papers they wrote. Each student served as a 
delegate from a different country and as an active member of a committee.  

 
 

Ron Wolf ('56) to be inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame  

 Ron Wolf, recipient of Susquehannock High School’s 2012 Distinguished Alumni award 
and former General Manager for the Green Bay Packers, will be inducted into the 
National Football League’s Hall of Fame August 6-9, 2015 in Canton, Ohio. During his 
tenure with the Packers, Wolf executed one of the most dramatic turnarounds in the 
history of the NFL, including a Super Bowl victory in back-to-back appearances.   
 
For more news about the induction, read here. For those interested in attending the Hall 
of Fame enshrinement ceremonies for Ron Wolf, here is the information you need. While 
the Susquehannock Alumni Association is not planning on organizing a trip, we can work 
to reserve a block of rooms.  
 
Please contact Wayne McCullough at Wayne.McCullough@sycsd.org for more information. 

(Featured in the photo, back row – left 
to right, Ifeanyi Akunna  and Will Earls; 
front row – left to right, Simone 

Blanchat, Claire Morrison, Brigit Duffy, 
and Anastasia Kuznetsova.) 

Left to right (Junior Dan Pergrin, Nick Snyder-Umezawa, Hannah Wistort, and Melissa Lynch) 

http://www.packers.com/news-and-events/article-1/Former-GM-Ron-Wolf-elected-to-Pro-Football-Hall-of-Fame/90ca11e6-ac14-47ef-9a44-b8fa584616a2
http://www.quintevents.com/sports-travel/football/2015-pro-football-hall-of-fame
mailto:Wayne.McCullough@sycsd.org


 

Golf Tournament – May 15 

The Golf Tournament will be held on Friday, May 15, 2015 at 
Hickory Heights Golf Course, in Spring Grove.  
 
All proceeds of this benefit will be used to help fund scholarships 
for senior student athletes at Susquehannock High School and 
Alumni Association activities, including continued work on the 
Susquehannock High School Alumni Field House. 
 

Registration is limited to 128 players (32 foursomes). Registration 
begins at 8:30 a.m. The cost is $90 per person or $360 per 
foursome. For more information, contact Chuck Abbott, 
Susquehannock High School Athletic Director, 717-235-4811, ext. 4240, or by 
email, chuck.abbott@sycsd.org. For a registration form, click here. Hole sponsorships are also available. 
For information about sponsoring a hole, click here. 

 

Best Buds Club Partners with YMCA for Autism Walk 

The Best Buds Club at Susquehannock High School is once 
again partnering with the Southern Branch YMCA for a 
community day of activities, food, and fun at its fourth annual 
Autism Walk, Saturday, April 25, 2015 at the YMCA in 
Shrewsbury. 

The free event will take place, rain or shine, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. and will feature walks around Miller Park. The 
program also includes face painting, a petting zoo, a kids’ 
workshop, a bounce house, hamburgers, hot dogs, walking 
tacos, games, sports, and raffle baskets.  Participation 
packets for the Autism Walk are available at each of the 
District’s school offices. Individuals or teams may take part 
in the walk. For more information, contact Karen Somerville 
at Karen.somerville@sycsd.org. 

 

Usha Baublitz to Play Collegiate Tennis 

Usha Baublitz, a Susquehannock High School senior, recently 
signed a letter of intent to play Division II tennis for Philadelphia 
University. Last fall, Baublitz was the York-Adams 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (YAIAA) Class AAA 
Champion, the YAIAA Division I Player of the Year, and was 
named to the Coaches’ YAIAA All-Star teams the last two 
years. Baublitz said she intends to pursue a Physician’s 
Assistant program while in college.  

 

 

 

(Featured in the photo are eighth graders, 
left to right - Theresa Falzone, Alexa Rogari, 
and Alexandra Fabie.) 

mailto:chuck.abbott@sycsd.org
http://www.sycsd.org/files/filesystem/golfer%20registration%202015.pdf
http://www.sycsd.org/files/filesystem/new%20hole%20sponsorship%202015.pdf
mailto:Karen.somerville@sycsd.org


REUNION NEWS
Class of 1957 58th Reunion June 19-20, 2015

Social Gathering at the American Legion in Glen Rock, Friday night June 19, 2015 at 7.00PM until??? Reunion dinner Saturday, 
June 20, at the American Saloon, Red Lion at 6:00PM until 10:00PM. Early arrivals can socialize in the outdoor patio.  For more 
information contact Richard Stoner at manor150rl@verizon.net  or 717-779-5275

Class of 1965 50th Reunion August 7-8, 2015

50th YEAR REUNION WEEKEND Friday, August 7, 2015 - Pig Roast;  Saturday, August 8, 2015 - Dinner at Wyndridge Farm 
More information at shs65.org or contact Darryl J. Engler at djengler@iu12.org or 717-235-1389.  

Class of 1970 45th Reunion October 17, 2015

45th Year reunion at the Great American Saloon in Red Lion PA from 6 - 10 p.m.  Cost is $30 per person.  For more information 
go to shsclassof1970.blogspot.com or email Patsy (Day) Nicely at patnicely5@gmail.com

Class of 1975 40th Reunion 2015 TBD
40th Year reunion committee is forming.  If you are interested, contact Lindy Sweeney at lsweeney75@gmail.com or 717-235-
6565

Class of 1995 20th Reunion October 23 - 25, 2015

Calling all grads of 1995! Our 20 year class reunion is this year! We need to get an estimated count of how many people think 
they will be coming to the reunion in October. Please take a minute to answer the questions on this super-short survey located 
at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/14YRSDVbI8kmIh4mvH7Vl1RxdMMHy6wmJlOp-PCcZsIg/viewform  Find our page on 
Facebook and p.m. or email shswarriors_1995@yahoo.com with your contact info. You may also call April (Snyder) Ferree at 
(717) 586-6513.  Thanks Warriors!

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” page.  Send 
reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. Please include a key to names 
for identification.

                             SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI
Name:

Street Address:

City/State/Zip:

Mail to:
SYCSD Foundation

PO Box 128
Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128

Contribution Allocation Amount
General Scholarship Fund $
Becky Stover Memorial Scholarship $
The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $
Bill Jones Scholarship $
Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $
Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $
David Pearson Memorial Scholarship $
David Nicholson Choral Scholarship $
Richard “Dick” Amspacher Memorial Scholarship $
Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $
James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $

You will receive an 
acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes.

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $
Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $
Karl Steger Scholarship $
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $
Kenneth J. Alwine Memorial Scholarship $
Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $
Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $
Ron Leese Scholarship $
Susquehannock High School Alumni Scholarship $
Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $
Unrestricted Donation $
Susquehannock Alumni Field House Project $
Other (specify______________________)

Total Contribution $




